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forms which would make possible its relinquishment. Those hav-
ing postal agencies in China agreed to discontinue them not later
than January 1st, 1923. The powers declared it to be their pur-
pose to withdraw their armed forces from China as soon as it as-
sured the protection of the lives and property of foreigners within
its borders.  Resolutions were adopted concerning foreign radio
stations in China, the unification of Chinese railways, the reduc-
tion of Chinese military forces, the Chinese Eastern Railway, and
the notification of all of the powers of the treaties and agreements
which each had with China. Finally, the conference gave Japan
and China the opportunity to come to an understanding about
Shantung. Japan proved conciliatory and promised to return the
former German holdings in the province. However, it retained a
share in some of the mines and large commercial interests and
landholdings in Tsingtao and insisted upon lending to China the
sum needed for the redemption of the railways with the provision
that during the term of the loan the roads were to have a Japanese
traffic manager.  The Twenty-one Demands and the treaties of
1915 still rankled in Chinese breasts, and Japan, while refusing
to reexamine them, declared, although not by formal agreement,
that it would abandon all claims to preference in loans for rail-
way building in South Manchuria and Inner Mongolia, to priority
in the appointment of advisers and instructors in South Man-
churia, and the reservation made in 1915 that the fifth group of
the demands should be postponed for further discussion.  At the
conference, moreover, Great Britain promised to restore Wei-
haiwei to China, and did so, although after a considerable delay
for which it was by no means entirely responsible, in October,
1930. China did not obtain all that it asked of the conference,
but made marked headway toward doing so.
In still another direction—in its relations with Russia—China
registered some gains, although often incomplete and much quali-
fied, in its struggle to free itself from partial foreign domination.
The Russian revolution of 1917, which overthrew the Czarist
regime and by the end of the year replaced it with Communist
control, could not but alter Sino-Russian relations. For a time
collapse and civil strife in Siberia made impossible any aggres-
sive Russian action. In 1919 the Peking authorities took advan-
tage of tbe situation to renew Chinese control in Outer Mon-

